BONUS #1+ THE USED CAR 15-MINUTE SHIELD

SECTION 1: 4-ZONE INSPECTION ARCHITECTURE

THE USED CAR 15-MINUTE SHIELD

FIELD PROTOCOL #B1

How to Spot Disguised Lemons, Newly Erased Trouble Codes & Hidden Flood Damage Before You Pay

By Earl Vance - 42 Years Independent Garage & Diagnostic Experience - Earl's Garage

~
., THE PRIVATE SELLER & CURBSTONER PLAYBOOK EXPOSED:
Dishonest sellers and auction flippers use three classic tricks 15 minutes before you arrive: (1) they pressure-wash or wipe
active oil leaks off the subframe, (2) they warm the engine up to operating temperature to hide cold-start timing chain rattle
and blue valve-seal smoke, and (3) they use a $19 scanner to clear Check Engine codes so the dashboard looks clean during
a 10-minute test drive. This 4-zone inspection exposes all three tricks in 15 minutes flat.

J

THE 4-ZONE DRIVEWAY SCAN TIMELINE (15 MINUTES TOTAL):

TONE 1: THE COLD TOUCH

Before the seller puts the key in the ignition, place your
palm on the upper radiator hose and exhaust manifold
shield. If the engine is already warm, the seller pre-heated
it to mask cold-start rattle, hard cranking, or smoke.

ZONE 3: FRAME, TIRES & FLOOD
Read the 4-digit DOT tire age stamp (inspect annually
after 6 years; replace at 6-10 years per NHTSA/OEM
guidance), inspect inner tire shoulders for suspension
wear, and check unpainted under-dash metal brackets for
flood silt or rust.

ZONE 2: FLUIDS & CAPS

Inspect underneath the oil filler cap AND engine oil
dipstick for coolant emulsion, blot automatic transmission
fluid on a white paper towel to check for burnt friction grit,
and check cold coolant condition.

IONE 4: OBD-11 1/M MONITORS

Plug in an OBD-Il reader supporting Mode SOA
(Permanent DTCs) and I/M Readiness status. If multiple
monitors read "INC / NOT READY", codes were recently
wiped.

@ EARL'S GOLDEN RULE #0: TITLE, VIN HISTORY & INDEPENDENT PPI

This 15-minute shield is your rapid first-pass filter to eliminate 90% of bad cars in the driveway for SO. Once a car passes this

test, always verify the physical title against the Seller's ID, run a NMVTIS / Carfax VIN history report, and pay an

independent mechanic $100-$150 for a lift Pre-Purchase Inspection (PPl) before handing over cash.
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BONUS #1+ THE USED CAR 15-MINUTE SHIELD SECTION 2: ZONES 1 & 2 ENGINE BAY PROTOCOLS

ENGINE BAY, COLD-START & FLUID DIAGNOSTIC TESTS

TEST 1: THE OIL CAP & DIPSTICK "MILKY EMULSION" CHECK HEAD GASKET RISK: $2,000-$4,000
Unscrew the oil filler cap and inspect underneath, then pull the engine oil dipstick. Thick, frothy, coffee-with-cream sludge
on both the cap AND the dipstick indicates engine coolant is mixing with motor oil through a breached head gasket or
cracked oil cooler.

Earl's Cold-Weather Nuance: In winter climates, cars driven on short 5-minute trips can form a light trace of moisture condensation
inside the plastic filler cap alone. Always verify on the dipstick: if the dipstick oil looks like milkshake or the coolant reservoir is
bubbling, walk away immediately.

TEST 2: THE COLD-START TAILPIPE SMOKE & TIMING CHAIN LISTEN VALVE / TIMING RISK: $900-$2,500

Have the seller start the stone-cold engine while you stand near the open hood for 3 seconds, then walk to the tailpipe:
* Metallic Marbles-in-a-Can Rattle (First 2-4 Seconds): Stretched timing chain or worn hydraulic tensioner guides
($1,200-$2,500 repair).
* Blue/Grey Oil Smoke Puff on Startup: Hardened valve stem seals letting oil seep into cylinders overnight ($900-$2,000
repair).
* Thick, Sweet-Smelling White Vapor (After Warm-Up): Antifreeze burning inside combustion chambers (blown head
gasket).

TEST 3: TRANSMISSION PAPER TOWEL BLOT & SHIFT DELAY TEST TRANSMISSION RISK: $2,800-$4,500

On vehicles equipped with a transmission dipstick, wipe a drop onto a clean white paper towel. Healthy fluid spreads evenly
with a reddish/amber tint and clean odor. If it smells like acrid burnt electrical insulation and leaves dark black friction
particles in the center spot, the clutch packs are slipping. On sealed transmissions without a dipstick, shift from Park —
Reverse — Drive with your foot on the brake: any harsh clunk or delay longer than 1.5 seconds signals internal pressure loss.

/

 TEST 4: COOLING SYSTEM & COMBUSTION GAS CHECK (COLD ENGINE ONLY!) NEVER OPEN HOT!

CRITICAL SAFETY WARNING: Never loosen a radiator or pressurized coolant cap on a warm or hot engine — scalding
coolant under 15 PSI causes severe burns. On a 100% stone-cold engine, inspect the translucent overflow tank for rusty

brown sludge or oil slicks. For absolute certainty against micro head-gasket leaks, use a $30 block combustion leak test kit

(blue test fluid turns yellow if exhaust CO2 is present in the coolant).
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BONUS #1+ THE USED CAR 15-MINUTE SHIELD SECTION 3: ZONES 3 & 4 + BUYER'S SCORECARD

SPOTTING WIPED OBD-1I CODES & THE 12-POINT
SCORECARD

ZONE 4 SECRET: I/M READINESS MONITORS & MODE SOA PERMANENT CODES

When a seller erases a Check Engine Light with a scan tool or disconnects the battery, all emissions self-tests reset to "INC"
(Incomplete / Not Ready). While EPA standards allow up to 1incomplete monitor on 2001+ vehicles, seeing 3 to 6 monitors
reading INCOMPLETE proves the computer was just reset! Furthermore, on 2010+ vehicles, check Mode $0A (Permanent
DTCs) —these cannot be erased by any handheld scanner and only clear after the vehicle completes verified repair drive
cycles.

TYPICAL REPAIR

INSPECTION CHECKPOINT WHAT TO VERIFY IN THE DRIVEWAY COST
[ 1 1. Cold Manifold Touch Engine block & upper hose stone cold before first start Seller Warning
[1] 2. Oil Cap & Dipstick Clean amber/brown oil on dipstick; zero milky coolant sludge $2,000-$4,000
[ 1 3. Cold-Start Tailpipe Zero blue oil smoke, sweet white vapor, or timing chain rattle $900-5$2,500
[ 1] 4. Transmission Blot / Shift No burnt odor/black grit; smooth P-R-D engagement under 1.5s $2,800-$4,500
[ 1] 5. Cold Coolant Tank Check COLD only: clean pink/green/orange coolant, no oil slick $1,500-$3,500
[ 1] 6. Tire Shoulder Wear Even tread across all 4 tires; no inner-edge baldness $450-$950

4-digit week/year stamp (e.g. 2422 = 24th wk 2022); inspect >6 yrs,

[ 1] 7. Tire DOT Age Code replace >10 yrs $600-51,100
[ 1 8.0BD-llI/M&Mode $OA Monitors READY (max 1INC on 2001+) & zero Permanent DTCs Hidden Defect
[ 1] 9. Under-Dash Flood Check Unpainted pedal/seat brackets free of mud line, rust & mildew WALK AWAY
[1] 10. 50-MPH Brake Pulse Smooth highway braking with zero steering wheel vibration $380-$650
[ 1 11. A/C & Heater Core Vents blow cold (<48°F) on MAX A/C and hot on MAX Heat $750-$1,400
[ 1 12. Title & VIN Match Dash VIN, door jamb sticker & paper Title match Seller ID Legal Shield

TOTAL DOCUMENTED REPAIR DEDUCTIONS FOUND TODAY: $
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BONUS #1+ THE USED CAR 15-MINUTE SHIELD SECTION 4: NEGOTIATION SCRIPT & BILL OF SALE RIDER

EVIDENCE-BASED PRICE NEGOTIATION & BILL OF SALE
COVENANT

HOW TO NEGOTIATE USING REAL INSPECTION FINDINGS (ETHICAL & EFFECTIVE):

Never invent defects and never ask an emotional question like "What's your lowest price?" Instead, write the actual
maintenance or repair items you found on Page 3 into the blanks below, hand the clipboard to the seller, and read this script
calmly:

( N\
"l really like the vehicle and I'm a serious buyer ready to purchase today. During my inspection, | documented these

specific maintenance items that will need immediate attention: [1. ]land [2.

1 (for example: tires over 6 years old, worn brake rotors, or due fluid service). Based on

standard independent shop rates, addressing those items will cost roughly $ | ]. Taking those upcoming

repairs into account, | can offer $[ ] today as-is. Does that work for you?"

PRE-PURCHASE FINAL VERIFICATION CHECKLIST (BEFORE PAYING):

[1Physical Title Check: Verify the seller's photo ID matches  [] Lien Release Verification: Confirm the "Lienholder"
the exact name printed on the front of the state title (avoid section on the title is either blank or accompanied by an
"title jumping"). official notarized bank lien release.

[1VIN Plate Match: Match all 17 characters of the VIN across []Independent Lift Inspection: Before finalizing any
the windshield cowling, driver door sticker, and paper title. purchase, have your trusted independent mechanic inspect
the vehicle on a lift.

T T T T T T T T T T T T TS TS T E T T 32 OPTIONAL SELLER DISCLOSURE CLAUSE FOR PRIVATE BILL OF SALE [~ ~

SELLER TITLE, LIEN & ODOMETER REPRESENTATION ADDENDUM

"Seller represents that to the best of Seller's knowledge: (1) Seller is the lawful owner of the vehicle with full authority to transfer a
clean, unencumbered title free of undisclosed liens; (2) the vehicle has not sustained undisclosed flood, frame, or salvage-brand
] miles reflects the actual mileage to the

best of Seller's knowledge."

SELLER SIGNATURE: BUYER SIGNATURE:
PRINTED NAME & DATE: PRINTED NAME & DATE: _

A T
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